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AAE103

L10 : Syllable Structure

David Deterding

which of the following rhyme?

• face
• fade
• lace
• nice
• race
• case
• phase

rhyme depends on

• vowel
• any following consonants

spot the rhymes

• face  /feIs/
• fade  /feId/

• lace  /leIs/
• nice  /naIs/

• race  /reIs/
• case /keIs/

• phase /feIz/

syllable structure

• onset = initial consonants
• rhyme = vowel + final consonants

break into onset + rhyme

Vtsstrstruts

i;teat

i;kkey

&nmman

rhymeonset
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practice

quest

slope

inch

cute

fun

rhymeonset

3 consonants in onset

• first must be /s/
• second must be voiceless plosive /p, t, k/
• third must be an approximant /j, w, l, r/

which of these are good?

• /ftraIp/

• /str&k/

• /spnIS/

• /skwQS/

• /SklQk/

• /spleI/

• /tSeIn/

2 consonants in the onset

• either the first must be /s/
• or the second must be /j, w, l, r/

which are good?

• /flVk/

• /fnIp/

• /krQl/

• /ksIN/

• /stQm/

• /gmItS/

further rules

• in fact, there are further restrictions on 
consonant clusters in the onset

• eg */tl&k/ is not a good syllable in English
• why? 
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which are good? 
work out the rule yourself

kl&n

tl&n

pl&n

twIltrIktwIttlQp

kwIlkrIkkwItklQp

pwIlprIkpwItplQp

another rule

• occasionally, there are restrictions 
between the onset and rhyme

• eg */kjA;k/ is not good in English
• why?

which are good? 
work out the rule yourself

fj&mp

tjVk

dju;k

fju;bju;ttjINkfj&t

nju;tdjIstkju;tnj&nt

kjeSbj@UldjQkpju;s

structure of the rhyme

• nucleus : the vowel
• coda : any following consonants

break into onset + peak + coda

rhymeonset

t

str

f

NIstring

ntSIinch

OItoy

kt&fact

codapeak

practice

rhymeonset

text

claw

old

smash

codapeak



4

rules for the coda

• up to 4 consonants can be in the coda
• eg /teksts/

• there are some restrictions
• */pQsd/ is not good
• why?

which are good? 
work out the rule yourself

seIfz

gr&sb

z3;tS

dIsmgVftpQNksIlm

keIzdskwO;ldlVfddIlk

klQntSi;pzrelfdZu;pd

another rule

• there are some restrictions between the 
peak and coda

• eg */kA;N/ is not good in English
• why?

which are good? 
work out the rule yourself

drQN

plaUN

klQNk

skwINksplVNteINkwQNk

saINktwi;NfrVNstA;N

du;NgrO;Ng&NkplIN

empty coda – which are good?

ge

dA;

drV

SOIkw&klIklaI

skaUflA;graUspQ

SUblOItO;sti;

Reading

• SoE 86 – 92


